
 

 

 

 

 

 
Parish Priest  Message 
 

   verything GOD Created OR  

   verything that Happens has a Reason OR  
                                             

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, 
 

We read in Ecclesiastes 3:1 - “To everything there is a season, 
and a time to every purpose under the heaven.”  There is a 
purpose for everything.  
 

We have an orderly God who loves us. He doesn’t just allow 
things to happen because He always seeks the best interest of 
His creation; He allows things to happen for a reason.  
 

From the story of creation in Genesis chapter 1, we observe that 
God has a plan. God is orderly. He created 
the sky, sun, and moon before He created 
the water, and He created the plants 
before He created the animals. He 
provided the elements to sustain man 
before He created him. In other words, 
He made Adam’s home before He created 
Adam. It follows that to everything God 

created, there is a purpose. 
 

We can trust in God’s plan because He knows what He is doing. 
He is not a God of coincidence! He is a God who has a purpose 
for everything He has made. God says: "Before I formed you in 
the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated 
you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” (Jer1:5) Hence 
we can conclude, Everything God Created or Everything that 
Happens has a Reason or a Purpose. 
 

Reason is the meaning we give to the events that happen in our 
life. The events we are going through and the actions we take 
are creating, the person we are becoming. 
 

The philosopher Aristotle explains it perfectly, in his quest to 
discover the true meaning of life. He suggested that "the 
universe is constantly changing and evolving." What it is today 
is never the same tomorrow.  Aristotle believed that 'everything 
happening to us today has a purpose because it turns us into the 
person we are becoming.' He meant that everything that 
happens to us has a reason but there’s a way of thinking about 
this that empowers us in life. 
 

Everything happens for a purpose or a reason. What could be 
that purpose or reason? First purpose or reason is to fulfil God's 
divine plan. When we give our lives to God, we are giving him 
permission to do His will in our lives. Therefore, anything or 
anyone that comes in the way of fulfilling God’s plan in your life, 
He will remove. 
 

Secondly, God may remove someone or something from our 
life. This may be a bit difficult to understand. We have to 
remember God has a plan for everyone’s life, including our 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

loving persons. God’s plan might take them away from us or vice 
versa; everything happens for a reason. They or we may need 
to fulfil God-given purpose elsewhere. 
 

Thirdly, God sometimes removes someone or something from 
our life because he/she/it isn’t right for us. God sees the 
beginning and the end. We may question why God will allow a 
good or perfect person to walk out of our lives, or why He has 
deprived us from something?  It is because, that one may not 
be right for us.  God knows us and will only allow things to 
happen in our lives that are in accordance with His plan. As the 
Word of God tells us, "we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose." (Rom 8:28). 
 

Fourthly, in our littleness, sometimes we hold onto things 
thinking that this is the best life has to offer. We have no idea 
that God has better things in store for us and He is just waiting 
for us to trust Him, so He can pour out those blessings on 
us.  Word of God confirms this "What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared 
for those who love him” (1 Cor. 2:9). 
 

When we place our lives in God’s hands, we can be rest assured 
that He is protecting us. Even when we choose to do the 
opposite of God’s will, He is always trying to get us back on the 
right track. He loves us too much and doesn’t want to lose us. 
When we understand that everything happens for a reason, it is 
easier to learn lessons from our experiences. For example, that 
a person might have left because of something we said, now we 
can learn to better control our tongue. 
 

When God removes someone or something from our life, don’t 
chase after that. See that as a blessing in disguise. We might not 
know what the future holds but we know who holds the future.  
God does. 
 

We can draw a great inspiration from Marilyn Monroe, 
actress, model & singer, who said, "I believe that everything 
happens for a reason. People change so that you can learn 
to let go, things go wrong so that you appreciate them when 
they’re right, you believe lies so you eventually learn to trust 
no one but yourself, and sometimes good things fall apart so 
better things can fall together.”  
 

We often do not understand the reason or the purpose 
behind something that happens to us, or someone does or 
says to us. We can only wish and pray like Christina Lauren, 
an American author writes:  “I knew everything happened 
for a reason. I just wished the reason would hurry up and 
make itself known.”  
 

It is even very difficult especially to explain when bad things 
or negative things happen in our life. Walter Anderson, an 
American painter and writer tells us: “Bad things do happen; 
how I respond to them defines my character and the quality 
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of my life. I can choose to sit in perpetual sadness, 
immobilised by the gravity of my loss, or I can choose to rise 
from the pain and treasure the most precious gift I have – 
life itself.” 
 

God wants us to choose to follow him and when we do, we will 
be guided through His plan for our lives. However, choosing to 
follow Christ does not prevent bad things from happening to us. 
The enemy can attack us more because we have chosen to do 
the right thing. 
 

God allows bad things to happen to us. He allows them to 
happen because trials and tribulations build our character. 
There is no victory in comfort. Bad things happened to Jesus as 
well, and He is perfect! Jesus reminds us: "Remember the word 
that I said to you: A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted me, they will also persecute you." (Jn 15:20). 
Everything happens for a reason can turn out to be good for us.  
Everything that happens for a reason teaches us valuable 
lessons. It can even explode our old beliefs, literally changing us 
into a better description of ourselves.  We learn to look at things 
in a different light. Our ideals and the way we approach things 
can even do a complete U-turn. 
 

Everything happens for a reason leads us to the defining moments 
of our lives. Have you ever had that "Wow!" “Aha!” moment 
when everything finally makes sense? Yes, we’re talking about 
that which makes sense in due time. 
 

Instead of being stuck on the negativity, we have chosen to 
believe that all is not for nothing. And when we experience our 
most defining moments, we feel that sense of awareness. 
 

We need to be proactive. At the end of the day, everything does 
happen for a reason. But what you can control is our reaction to 
it. 
 

Finally, as I conclude and pray that we all learn to say with 
Albert Schweitzer, theologian, humanitarian, philosopher, 
physician and a Nobel Peace Prize winner in 1952: “Eventually 
all things fall into place. Until then, laugh at the confusion, 
live for the moments, and know everything happens for a 
reason.”  
 

May God bless you all. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Aug 6 : Transfiguration of the Lord  

Aug 10 : St. Lawrence  

Aug 12 : Baptism Seminar (Zoom) 

Aug 15 : Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Aug 16 – 20 : Marriage Preparation Course-Malayalam (Zoom) 

Aug 24 : St Bartholomew the Apostle  

Aug 30 : Fr. Varghese - Birthday 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sin is actually a very vague concept and here goes my 
perspective . . .  
 

I have heard of many definitions of sin. Some people say it’s 
going against the Bible, others say it’s hurting other people, and 
even then some others say it’s rejecting God. What I have 
realized is that no matter how many people I ask, I will never get 
an answer that is exactly the same as another. Even my own 
answer to that question is something that I haven’t heard 
repeated back to me. For a concept so relative, I find it intriguing 
how people expect it to be fixed, and set in stone. A single rule 
-do not sin, everyone believes that, but no two people seem to 
have the same definition of what sin is. What does that say 
about our right to judge others? Sometimes, I see an adult look 
at someone doing something they do not approve of and claim 
that it is a sin. But just because one does not personally approve 
of an action, does that really make it a sin? To be honest, I’m not 
sure we will ever know the true line between a normal action 
and a sin. Breaking the law is a sin, but when the law is unfair or 
unjust, it is a revolution? For those unaffected and unaware of 
the negative consequences of the unfair law, they perceive 
breaking it a sin. But for those affected by it, the ignorance of 
the privileged is perceived as a sin. We cannot know what the 
real sin is in this case, because both truly believe they are right, 
with good reason (if you take the side of the latter keep in mind 
that we are probably in the position of the former without even 
realizing it). I have heard that sin is a choice to do evil. What 
about casualties in the borders of a country, inflicted and borne 
for the sake of peace? Shooting down an enemy soldier for the 
greater peace is surely not evil, but shouldn’t shooting down 
another human being be considered evil, despite the reasons, 
even if the failure to kill could later result in the deaths of a 
hundred others? I know for a fact that I cannot tell. Not when 
the Bible tells me each life is as precious as a hundred others. 
This is obviously an extreme example, but if you think for long 
enough you will probably be able to remember moments where 
you perceived a sinner where there might not have been one. 
Humans are not capable of properly judging other humans. We 
all have specific cultures and experiences, and different 
understandings of different concepts. Our perceptions are too 
vastly different for just one person to be able to judge what is 
right and what is wrong. All we can do is 
try to understand as much as we can 
about whatever we can and in as many 
contexts as we can and hope our 
conscience picks the right choice. But 
that’s a pessimistic hope. That’s the kind 
of hope we should have if we face a 
human judge. But we will face a divine, 
all understanding judge in the end. So all we can do right now is 
refrain from judging others, because there is absolutely no way 
we can see the full picture, and listen to our conscience, because 
even if we are wrong, God will know that we listened, and if we 
did not listen, He will know that too.  
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Groups & Communities Please Contact  
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Email :  voiceofstpauls@gmail.com 

Fr. Maxim Cardoza, OFM. Cap 
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Church Events 

Alicia Mary Jaison Reeba 



  BIBLE QUIZ AUGUST2021  
1. How many sons did Noah have? 
2. Name the Jewish council member who convinced the council not  
    to kill the apostles? 
3. What was the occupation of Mary's husband Joseph? 
4. Which was the feast that Mary and Joseph went to Jerusalem for 
    each year? 
5. When is the feast of Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
    celebrated? 
6. Which man of God made the iron axe head float? 
 

 

Your answers along with your name, age and contact details shall be 

submitted at the parish office on or before  1st September  2021.             

OR Email:      voiceofstpauls@gmail.com 

 

    Bible Quiz  Winners July-2021 
1. Tesia Lawrence -  Grade 6 
2. Deron Lawrence - Grade 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo Corner 

Editorial Team: Fr. Maxim Cardoza OFM Cap,   Jerry Gomez (Chief Editor),    Jean Zibbin,    Shibu Thomas,     Shital Mohan,    Suresh Saldana 

##-July  Tamil Co-Ordination Committee Installation 

Tamil Co-Ordination Committee Installation 

Dinesh Immanuel 
General Coordinator 

St. Thomas (July-3) & St. Alphonsa 

(July-30) Feast celebration by 

Malayalam Community 

Helan Santhanam  
Asst General Coordinator 

John Antony 
Secretary 

Arockiasamy 
 Treasurer 
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